XXX         PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.
and are at the seat of the animus imponenfis, is it not more separated from my individual moral self-consciousness than would be an infinite Mind setting up in me a finite moral communion with his own ? A theorist who is bent upon a unification of personalities will surely find it easier to establish a common margin between each finite spirit and the infinite c Father of Spirits,' than to erase the boundaries which distinguish himself from his fellows. A legislative function vested in the general assembly of dead and unborn men together with the miscellany of living populations is immeasurably more cut off from my subjective life than the righteous Will of the Soul of souls that lives in me to foster there the rudiments of his own perfection. On the whole, whatever difficulties may attach to the religious interpretation of the consciousness of Duty appear to me to be enormously increased upon the purely humanistic view, and to be removable only at the cost of the consciousness itself upon which they attend.
Of the corrections in the text of the present edition the most signal has been occasioned by an objection, on the part of Mr. Herbert Spencer, to the distinction which I have drawn between his enunciation of the law of evolution and Mr. Darwin's. Lest, in attempting a revised representation of his view I should again fail, I have thought it most just to him to let the correspondence between us on the subject speak for itself; and, with his permission, it appears in the Appendix. The re-statement which it contains should be read in connection with the corresponding pages of the Data of Ethics; to which it supplies an important commentary.
LONDON, January 1, 1886.